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Context  
Fragments of Sir Eduardo Paolozzi’s mosaic arches from Tottenham Court Road were 

donated to the University of Edinburgh in 2015. After being catalogued and photographed, 

through collaborations with the School of Informatics it was uncovered that the University has 

less than 45% of the arches. The whereabouts of the remaining 55% are unknown.  

 

During this symposium students and the public will hear, and engage with, invited specialists 
tackling the art historical, curatorial and conservation challenges that this high profile gift has 
presented. As well as an introduction to the creation of the arches, their journey to Edinburgh 
and Paolozzi’s practice, there will be a handling session with the Tottenham Court Road 
fragments and a panel discussion that will brainstorm the possible next steps of the mosaics 
life at the University of Edinburgh. 

 

Quantitative Data   

Attendance  

72 people booked to attend the symposium. 45 people attended on the day – this 

included students from ECA and the public. 

Advertised 

Art Collections Facebook & Twitter 

ECA Website & School TVs 

ECA Facebook & Twitter 

The Herald Scotland 

Tate Etc Magazine 

NGS Mailing List 

Spin, NGS Group Mailing List 

Social Media 

This was one of the most active days on the Art Collections Twitter page. This may 

have been a combination of the event being a full day- thus providing people with more 



oppurtunities for tweets throughout the day- as well as being prompted by the 

welcoming slide with twitter handles and #paolozzipuzzle hastag clearly listed.  

The hastag meant that all tweets from the day were easily traceable post event.  

Using the software Tweet Archivist the following statistics of social media activity was 

collected. Note: the inactive headline is referencing to the fact that the hashtag has 

not been used recently.  

 

 

 

Some Stats  

These stats related to the top users, words 

and mentions linked to the hashtag 

#paolozzipuzzle. This is perhaps mainly 

interesting statistics on a superficial level. 

However, the bottom right stat indicates the 

influencer index for the day, i.e the number 

of followers for each account that tweeted 

about #paolozzipuzzle. Combined, there is 

a total of 31,743 twitter or social media 

accounts that would have come in contact 

with information about the symposium.  

 

 

Audience Feedback  

Given the amount of positive feedback received from attendees it was felt that it would 

be worthy to compile some of the comments together.  

Feedback from attendees has been kept anonymous for the privacy of the individual. 

Profession has been noted to give a sense of the range of attendees on the day and 

their perspectives. Feedback from speakers and attendees has been separated for 

clarity. 



Feedback was collected in three main ways, by word of mouth at and after the event, 

by evaluation forms that each attendee received and through an email follow up with 

both speakers and attendees.  

 

Attendees 

A most rewarding and entertaining day!  – Former Transport for London Architect  

Thank you so much for the invitation - and huge apologies I couldn’t stay for the full 

day. It was an incredibly stimulating day - and amazing to have brought so many 

people together who were so directly involved in the creation/destruction and 

preservation of the original work. I look forward to hearing more about next steps, once 

you’ve had a chance to digest and reflect.     -  Arts Organisation Director  

The day past really quickly in comparison to day long conferences. This was because 

of the nice breaks in the day with the fragments viewing and lunch. It also was informal 

atmosphere but not too much which meant people were at ease. I liked the range of 

speakers.  - ECA Student   

I'm contacting you [.. ] to say that I thought the day was a great success despite the 
awful weather. - ESALA student  
 

I just wanted to say well done for organising such a fantastic day yesterday! It was 

really enjoyable and insightful.- Conservator  

Thanks Liv, very interesting morning. & I hear a good and lively afternoon session too.- 
Curator 
 
I really enjoyed all of the speakers and thought that the discussion was really 
interesting, honest and lively.  I very much look forward to seeing how the project -
progresses! - Heritage Officer  
 
Many thanks for yesterday’s Forum which I found very well organised and stimulating. 

It certainly generated some interesting ideas about what to do with the fragments –

Mosaicist.  

Just a short note to congratulate you on an excellent symposium yesterday – a varied 

and interesting mix of speakers, as well as a wonderful opportunity to view the 

fragments themselves. Many thanks, and well done for putting such an excellent 

event! – Archivist.  

 

Speakers 

Thanks very much for organising and hosting a great event - I really enjoyed taking 

part - and look forward to hearing how the project progresses. – Henrietta Billings  

It was great to be there, and to participate in generating so many stimulating thoughts 

and ideas. - Richard Cork  



Thank you for your initiative. I really enjoyed being involved on this event so I hope 
that some of the random thoughts I suggested were useful for the discussion. – Dr 
Xavier Rubio Campillo  

Thanks once again for the whole day and the wonderful schedule. I thought it was 

really interesting and hope it's been of use. – Hans Thompson  

 

Sample Evaluation Form  

 

 



 

Appendix 

 

A Public Art Puzzle:  
A symposium on Sir Eduardo Paolozzi’s Tottenham Court Road Mosaic Arches 
at University of Edinburgh  
 

9:45-5:00, 23rd of February 2017  
Main Lecture Theatre,  
Edinburgh College of Art Lauriston Place, Edinburgh 
 

SYMPOSIUM AGENDA 
 
09:45-10:00 Tea and Coffee Morning Reception  
 
10:00-10:15 Welcome & Introductions, Art Collections Curator Neil Lebeter  
 
10:15- 11:00 London to Edinburgh: Discussion between  

Public Art Officer, Liv Laumenech  
Director of SAVE Britain's Heritage, Henrietta Billings,  
London Underground Design & Heritage Manager, Mike Ashworth  
& Professor of School of Informatics, Bob Fisher.  

 
11:00 -11:30 New From Old:  

Mosaicist, Chris Smith Talk on creating Tottenham Court Rd Mosaics 
 
11:30- 12:30 University of Edinburgh’s Writer in Residence Sam Riviere’s response  
& Fragments handling session. E15, ECA.  
 
12:30- 13:15  Paolozzi in The Tube:  

Art historian & critic, Richard Cork presents on Paolozzi’s Commission 
 
13:15- 14:15 Lunch / Wee Red Bar, ECA.  
 
14:15- 15:30 What Now?: Panel Discussion  

Panellists deliver 10-15mins prepared piece on the challenges that the 
mosaics present and possible next steps.  
 
Panellists: Mike Ashworth, Gordon Brennan, Richard Cork, Joanna Kessel, 
Xavier Rubio -Campillo, Chris Smith, Hans Thompson.  
 
Chair: Liv Laumenech  

 
15:30- 16:15: Q& A/ Open Discussion 
  
16:15- 16:30: Conclusions and Final Comments  
 
16:30-18:00: Drinks Reception sponsored by Edinburgh Beer Factory’s Paolozzi 
  Lager 



 

 


